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Transfiguration 
 

February 13 & 14, 2021 
 

Secrets of the Savior: Revealed to His Followers. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 96 

 

 
 
 Transfiguration: On the Roman calendar, the Transfiguration of our Lord occurs on August 6. The 

Lutheran reformers, however, moved the observation of Transfiguration to the end of the Epiphany 

season. During Epiphany, we focus on how Jesus showed himself to be the Son of God and the Savior of 

the world through word and deed. Transfiguration reveals a glimpse of Jesus in all his divine glory and 

offers a preview of Easter morning. Therefore, it is particularly appropriate to celebrate Transfiguration 

on the last Sunday after Epiphany, before the Church descends into the shadowy valley of Lent. As with 

other festival Sundays throughout the church year, the color for Transfiguration is white, again because 

Jesus was revealed as true God at the Transfiguration. 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE FOR TRANSFIGURATION 

 

M: Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 

 

C: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.  

  Psalm 96:4, 6 

 

M: We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 

C: but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

 

M: For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

 

C: We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the 

sacred mountain.  

  2 Peter 1:16-18  
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M: God speaks to us in his Word, but we are often guilty of neglecting to hear his voice. For these 

and all our other sins, let us approach him with a true heart and ask him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: The word of the Lord is a lamp to our feet and a light for our path. Hear the word of Christ 

through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

M: We have the word of the prophets made more certain, and we will do well to pay attention to 

it, 

 

C: as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our 

hearts.  

  2 Peter 1:19 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on 

the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of 

his heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson 2 Kings 2:1-12a 

Elisha sees God’s glory as Elijah is taken up into heaven. 

 

 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 

their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.” 

 But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went 

down to Bethel. 

 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the LORD 

is going to take your master from you today?” 

 “Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.” 

 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 

 And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to 

Jericho. 

 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the 

LORD is going to take your master from you today?” 

 “Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.”  
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 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 

 And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 

them walked on. 
 Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where 

Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with 

it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 

 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken 

from you?” 

 “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 

 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it 

will be yours – otherwise not.” 

 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire 

appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this 

and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no 

more. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 148 

We see the glory and splendor of the LORD above the earth and the heavens. 

 

 Praise the LORD from the heavens, 

  praise him in the heights above. 

 

 Praise him, all his angels, 

  praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

 

 Praise him, sun and moon, 

  praise him, all you shining stars.  

 

 Refrain  
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 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

  lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 

 

 you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 

  wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

  

 kings of the earth and all rulers on earth, 

  young men and maidens, old men and children. 

  

 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) The Only Son from Heaven 

    harmonized by J. S. Bach  

 

The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, 

By God the Father given, in human form appears; 

No sphere his light confining, no star so brightly shining 

As he, our Morning Star. 

 

O time of God appointed, O bright and holy morn! 

He comes, the King anointed, the Christ, the virgin-born; 

His home on earth he maketh, and man of heav’n partaketh, 

Of life again an heir. 

 

O Lord, our hearts awaken, to know and love thee more, 

In faith to stand unshaken, in spirit to adore, 

That we, still heav’nward hasting, yet here thy joy foretasting, 

May reap its fullness there.  
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Through the gospel of Jesus Christ, we see the glory of God’s light in our hearts. 

 

 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has 

blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 

your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine 

in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Mark 9:2-9 

On the mountain, Peter, James, and John see God’s glory. 

 

 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where 

they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter 

than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who 

were talking with Jesus. 

 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for you, 

one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 

 Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, 

whom I love. Listen to him!” 

 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had 

seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

 

Be seated  
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Anthem (Sunday) We Saw His Glory 

  edited by Paul Bunjes 

 

 We saw his glory, the glory of the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, thou the true, the only Light, 

 Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night. 

 Dayspring from on high, be near; daystar, in my heart appear. 

 

Hymn of the Day Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain 

  Christian Worship Supplement 712 
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Sermon Mark 9:2-9 

Is It Good for Us to Be Here?  

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving


pg. 11 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, you declared Jesus to be your 

beloved Son. 

 

C: Preserve us in the faith that we might always listen to him alone for forgiveness and 

salvation.  

 

M: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, you spoke from the cloud and 

commanded us to listen to your Son. 

 

C: Bless pastors, teachers, missionaries, and all who have been called to proclaim your holy 

Word. 

 

M: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, your Son revealed himself to 

be fully God yet still fully man. 

 

C: Look upon those who suffer from affliction in body and mind, and grant them healing 

and deliverance according to your will. 

 

M: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, your Son descended from the 

glorious mountaintop and continued his way to the cross. 

 

C: As we descend from this festive day into the shadowy valley of Lent, grant us penitent 

hearts that confess our sin and joy in the salvation won for us at the cross. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that at the Transfiguration, you showed your faithfulness 

to Moses, Elijah, and all the saints who have gone before us. 

 

C: Grant that we may live under your Son’s cross and in your grace until that day when we 

are raised from the dead to behold your glory. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  



pg. 12 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn Down from the Mount of Glory 

  Christian Worship 97 
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Please stand 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, God from God and Light from Light, in dazzling glory you revealed 

yourself to Peter, James, and John. We thank you for continuing to reveal your glory to your 

Church through your Word. Send your blessing upon this Word which has been spoken to us, 

and by your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of you, that day by day we may be 

strengthened in your truth and remain steadfast in your grace; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

 

 

FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA 

 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the 

 first day of Lent. On that day, we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While 

 the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted 

 and quiet. For centuries, therefore, Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant 

 songs during this season, including the word alleluia, which means “praise the Lord.” 

With our closing hymn, we will say farewell to alleluia for a time. We do this to prepare 

ourselves for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to 

shout our praise to the risen Lord. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Alleluia, Song of Triumph 

   

 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Christian Aid and Relief 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday)  

  

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun  

 

Worship Notes 

 
• The flowers are placed by Barbara J. Weihing in memory of her father Gilbert W. and brothers 

Gordon George and Merle Robert Weihing and by Kurt, Julie, John, and Ryan Handeland in 

memory of Nathan Michael, who would have been 13, in gratitude to the Savior for the eternal 

life each now enjoys. 
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Parents’ Preview for February 21 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Psalm 6 Refrain 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Transfiguration 

 

  

M Luke 13:31-35 Genesis 13:7-18 

T Luke 9:18-23 Luke 9:51-56 

W Ash Wednesday   

R Luke 9:57b-62 Genesis 15:1-6 

F Isaiah 58:5-12 Matthew 6:1-8 

S Mark 9:14-29 Mark 6:45-52 
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Sunday Bible Study  
A new Sunday morning Bible study begins next Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Not Just Creation Versus Evolution 

Taught by Dr. Kerry Kuehn (Wisconsin Lutheran College) in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Modern debates between advocates of atheistic evolution and divine creation are important for 

Christians to understand. But the relationship between science and religion is far broader and more 

interesting than just these particular modern debates. In this Bible study, we will explore some of the 

ways in which science and religion have interacted throughout history. In particular, we will consider 

questions such as these: Why was the church so interested in astronomy? What is the difference 

between astronomy and astrology, or between alchemy and chemistry? Did the Lutheran reformers 

teach science at Wittenberg? Must everything in nature have a cause? And, if everything has a cause, 

then what caused God? 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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Lent Worship Opportunities 
 

Midweek Lent services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 (broadcast online) and 6:45 p.m. 

 
February 17 – Ash Wednesday 

 

February 24 – Midweek Lent 2 

 Hands of Betrayal (Judas) 

 Pastor Joel Leyrer 

  
March 3 – Midweek Lent 3  

 Hands of Misguided Zeal (Peter)  

 Professor Steven Pagels  

  
March 10 – Midweek Lent 4 

 Hands of Hypocrisy (Caiaphas) 

 Pastor Eric Schroeder 

  
March 17 – Midweek Lent 5 

 Hands of Brutality (Roman Soldiers)  

 Pastor Kyle Bitter  

 
March 24– Midweek Lent 6 

 Hands of Self-Preservation (Pilate)  

 Rev. Dr. Mark Braun  

 
April 1 – Maundy Thursday  

 
April 2 – Good Friday  

 

April 4 – Easter Sunday  

 

(service times TBD for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday)  
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


